
HOW TO WRITE A THEATRE SHOW REVIEW

Review writing will help you be more responsive to what you see and more comprehensive respond to the particular
experience provoked by a performance.

Is this show any good? Or both. You can include this summary in the introduction; or, if you wish to expand
the summary, include it in a separate paragraph following the introduction. If you find your mind wandering,
question why. Interpret, Analyze, Evaluate: This part of the paper requires the most thought and organization
and consequently receives the most attention from your reader. The passage will work nicely as evidence for
an overall, positive evaluation of the production. Maxwell Highsmith plays his teacher Wiggins, a not
completely sympathetic character who is battling his own demons, defeats and desires. If something makes
you sit forward in your chair, note what is happening on stage and what the choices are that led you to move.
Be open-minded and willing to weigh pros and cons. You want to be an active play-watcher, noting key lines,
details of performance, set, and costuming, and even your impressions that a particular actor is good at being
smarmy or seems waif-like. What is the style of the review? Does the reviewer acknowledge the audience
reaction particularly if it differs from their own reaction? Since you will not be expected to discuss all aspects
of the production, focus your thesis on one or two major concerns that the performance has or has not
addressed. Coursework that I suspect I might fail if I had to do it. Does is succeed? The ones that rip the
theatre production up one side and down the other. The Reviews. Own the reviewâ€”Occasionally you will get
some feedbackâ€”or pushbackâ€”about your analysis or opinion. Note that this thesis asserts that Papp
captured the essence of what is in the text itself â€” the expectations set up by the thesis are that the reviewer
will then analyze the methods by which the director achieved this effect. As the barely literate Jefferson, Wil
Glover II moves from the barely human he's been told he's no more than an animal to a kind of simple and
pure holy man. You are not asked to cover a wide variety of production elements i. Note that you are not asked
simply to summarize the plot or give an opinion regarding the text of the play being mounted; your review
must be grounded in the production itself. Review things such as lighting, sound, costuming and the set and
how those elements contributed to or interfered with the storytelling. How to Write a Good Theater Review
By Bridgette Redman ; Updated September 15, Theater reviews matter because they capture the transient art
of theater and create a permanent record of it. Evaluate and Analyze After the show, think about what you
have seen. In addition to grounding your review on the production you witness, you must be careful to limit
your review to a few essential observations in support of your thesis which will be discussed below. A
traditional theatre review often begins by giving the reader some background about a production, a brief
outline of plot and themes, a sense of what the staging looks and sounds like; it offers an evaluation of writing,
production and performances and concludes with a summing up. You may want to consider some of the
following: Why the choice of costumes, and why the set design? Particularly in the digital age, when a theatre
review can be a succinct and witty character critique on Twitter, an occasional or regular response on the
comment threads of Guardian reviews or my weekly What to see blog , or a piece of writing on a blog that
runs to many hundreds of words and uses the production as a springboard to discuss wider issues. Be honest
but tactful, acknowledge the work, and remember by the end of the run, the performance will have evolved.
You must concentrate on a few important ideas and aspects of the production and focus your attention on only
what you consider the most significant parts of the production itself. Know the genre of the show, its plot and
its history. References Theatrefolk: How to Write a Play Review About the Author As a professional writer
since , Bridgette Redman's career has included journalism, educational writing, book authoring and training.
Honor the effort even if it falls short. You probably talk with your friends about it.


