
DESPITE THE OCCURRENCE OF NATURAL DISASTERS

Natural disasters are becoming more frequent, with more people with less Despite these normal processes, experts now
say there is no such thing as data on the occurrence of â€œnaturalâ€• and â€œtechnologicalâ€• disasters by.

Their annual reports make it possible for us to explore trends over time. Picou, eds. While disasters have
become more frequent during the past 20 years, the average number of people affected has fallen from one in
23 in to one in 39 during  Thirty events were considered to be sufficient to meet the objectives of the article as
well as to allow the authors to clarify and resolve conflicts in the data and to match timeframes and geographic
location. This exposes us to harm and loss when the inevitable happens. In East Africa, it remained close to
the annual average. Brenda D. East Africa suffered 29 disasters, while North and South America experienced
28 and 23 disasters, respectively. In seven regions, some disasters had a large impact and the number of people
reported affected by disasters in was equal to its annual average multiplied by 56 in North America, by 27 in
Micronesia, by nine in the Caribbean, by almost six in South Asia and South Africa, by almost three in North
Africa, and by almost two in Eastern Africa. Given the rapid development and increasing population of the
Asian region, future disaster losses can only be expected to climb. So, yes, the number of natural disasters
occurring is on the rise but this is because of a complex set of interactions between the physical Earth system,
human interference with the natural world and increasing vulnerability of human communities. Elaine Enarson
and Betty H. In Southeast Asia, the 5. They are characterised by a lack of resilience and poor capacity to cope
and respond in the affected area. In , with 34 natural disasters reported, China experienced its fifth highest
number of natural disasters of the last decade,  These data have important implications for disaster planning
and response. In this region, 3. In Southeast Asia, more than 4. Death rates, on the other hand, increased over
the same period, reaching an average of more than 99, deaths per year between and  Analysis Throughout the
decade, our research found 3, recorded natural disasters, recorded complex emergencies, and 1, recorded
epidemics. This has led to the declaration of more disasters and ever-increasing human and economic losses.
This drought makes the number of people affected by climatological disasters in  An increase in diarrheal
illness in New York City followed a massive power outage in  Rather, "we could have [insurance] rates set at
levels commensurate to the risk," Slovic said. Cases and deaths from meningitis among those displaced in
Aceh and Pakistan have been documented 25 ,  Planners should try new policies for risk preparedness, rather
than try to change people's attitudes, he said. In absolute numbers, the USA and China recorded the most
disasters between and , due mainly to their size, varied landmasses and high population densities. The review
brings a number of conclusions on the human cost of disaster. In all UN regions, floods were the most
frequently reported disaster type, with the exception of the Caribbean, North America, East Asia, Western
Europe and Polynesia, where storms predominate. Two droughts in Micronesia affected a total of , people,
which is more than 18 times the number affected by a previous drought in this region. Changing behavior
These behaviors are beginning to change how experts look at preparation for natural hazards , from the federal
level all the way down to the level of individuals. Cities and countries in other regions of the world face
similar problems. Developing countries are disproportionately affected because they lack resources,
infrastructure, and disaster-preparedness systems. Consequently, policies aimed at addressing risk and
vulnerability must also take into account these differential impacts and outcomes of disasters. Despite these
facts, the risk for outbreaks after disasters is frequently exaggerated by both health officials and the media. In
proportion, this distribution does not differ significantly from its annual average. Just 38 percent of people
living within one block of the ocean or bay thought the main threat from Sandy was water the rest thought it
was wind , and only 54 percent of those people had flood insurance. Why Women? Disaster-preparedness
plans, appropriately focused on trauma and mass casualty management, should also take into account the
health needs of the surviving disaster-affected populations. This is partly explained by population growth, but
the numbers affected have also declined in absolute terms. However, natural disasters and CEs can occur
concurrently in the same geographic location and epidemics can occur during or after either event. Inversely,
the number of climatological disasters 38 was the fourth highest since ,  Ultimately, Meyer said, society needs
to develop norms of safety, starting with education in schools. Amongst the top ten countries for disaster
mortality in , six are classified as low-income or lower-middle income economies see World Bank income
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classification , and accounted for 


