
SUMERIAN WRITING ALPHABET

Cuneiform or Sumero-Akkadian cuneiform, one of the earliest systems of writing, was invented Cuneiform writing was
gradually replaced by the Phoenician alphabet during the Neo-Assyrian Empire (â€“ BC). By the second century AD.

A transliterated document thus presents the reading preferred by the transliterating scholar as well as an
opportunity to reconstruct the original text. The Sumerian writing system during the early periods was
constantly in flux. On the flip side, if different similar-sounding words all have different signs, then there
could have been multiple ways of writing the same sound. Also, if there were five clay tokens inside, they
would impress the picture of the token five times, and so problem of what and how many inside the container
was solved. One example is ti "arrow", which is similar to til "life". By BCE the writing system started to
exhibit use of phonetic elements. Advertise Here Many biblical texts were thought to be original works until
cuneiform was deciphered. The Behistun inscription was to the decipherment of cuneiform what the Rosetta
Stone was to the decipherment of Egyptian hieroglyphs. Another way to disambiguate the reading of a sign is
to use "phonetic complements" placed before or after or both ways a sign that gives part of the word's
pronunciation. But Hincks' and Rawlinson's versions corresponded remarkably closely in many respects. As a
spoken language, Sumerian died out around the 18th century BCE, but continued as a "learned" written
language much like Latin was during the Middle Ages in Europe. This is still easier to read than the original
cuneiform, but now the reader is able to trace the sounds back to the original signs and determine if the correct
decision was made on how to read them. Since the discovery and decipherment of cuneiform, the history of
civilization has never been the same. Sumerian cuneiform Sumerian cuneiform is the earliest known writing
system. So for example, the number nine would be represented by nine copies of the "1" sign, but the number
ten would be represented only by the "10" sign. Thus, u is equivalent to u1, the first glyph expressing phonetic
u. Our Videos Along with other Assyriologists among them, T. The name 'cuneiform' means 'wedge-shaped'
and comes from the Latin cuneus wedge. The accepted version of the creation of the world, original sin, and
many of the other precepts by which people had been living their lives were all challenged by the revelation of
Mesopotamian - largely Sumerian - literature. Because of the script's polyvalence , transliteration requires
certain choices of the transliterating scholar, who must decide in the case of each sign which of its several
possible meanings is intended in the original document. Note: When transcribing a determinative,
archaeologists use small, superscript capital letters to write the Sumerian word that the determinative means,
such as GISH for "wood". The original direction of writing was from top to bottom, but for reasons unknown,
it changed to left-to-right very early on perhaps around BCE. They developed a writing system whose
wedge-shaped strokes would influence the style of scripts in the same geographical area for the next years. Its
origins can be traced back to about 8, BC and it developed from the pictographs and other symbols used to
represent trade goods and livestock on clay tablets. He also guessed, correctly, that they represented not letters
or hieroglyphics but words and syllables, and were to be read from left to right. The literature of Mesopotamia
informed all the written works which came after. Prior to this time, as noted, the Bible was considered the
oldest book in the world, the Song of Solomon was thought to be the oldest love poem; but all of that changed
with the discovery and decipherment of cuneiform. Direction of writing: variable - early texts were written
vertically from top to bottom, but by about 3, BC the direction had changed to left to right in horizontal rows.
Since the Sumerian language has only been widely known and studied by scholars for approximately a
century, changes in the accepted reading of Sumerian names have occurred from time to time. Decipherment[
edit ] For centuries, travellers to Persepolis , located in Iran , had noticed carved cuneiform inscriptions and
were intrigued. A will be rendered as imhur4. They also developed a numeral system to represent multiple
instances of the same symbol rather than just inscribing them all. To solve this problem, the Mesopotamians
started impressing pictures of the clay tokens on the surface of the clay container with a stylus. The jury
declared itself satisfied, and the decipherment of Akkadian cuneiform was adjudged a fait accompli. Many of
the symbols had multiple pronunciations. The primary challenge was posed by the characteristic use of old
Sumerian non-phonetic logograms in other languages that had different pronunciations for the same symbols.


