
THE THIRTEEN MORAL VIRTUES OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN FOR LIVING A

RIGHTEOUS LIFE

Lessons In Manliness: Benjamin Franklin's Pursuit of the Virtuous Life age of 20, Ben Franklin set his loftiest goal: the
attainment of moral perfection. to a personal improvement program that consisted of living 13 virtues.

In discussing sin, I often draw an upside down triangle and point out that most sins we think of lie along the
transverse line at the top. Several decades ago, I adopted my own set of virtues and used a process similar to
his to measure my own virtuous progression. The Holy Bible. Cleanliness Tolerate no uncleanliness in body,
clothes, or habitation. He intentionally put Temperance first: Temperance tends to procure that coolness and
clearness of head, which is so necessary where constant vigilance was to be kept up, and guard maintained
against the unremitting attraction of ancient habits, and the force of perpetual temptations. Hooker told me that
if I ran into you, I should kick your ass. Always have. Women like to be asked about, how things went at the
gynecologist that day, and other life experiences. Sometimes to a fault. Thus, in the first week, my greatest
guard was to avoid even the least offense against Temperance, leaving the other virtues in their ordinary
chance, only marking every evening the faults of the day. Even so, Franklin worked at these virtues
throughout his life, but how he did so is just as interesting. In truth, Franklin struggled with humility
throughout his life, but was always mindful of it. Humility: Imitate Jesus and Socrates. Resolution Resolve to
perform what you ought; perform without fail what you resolve. Franklin was also a relatively religious man
or at least believed enough to try to be a morally righteous man so that he would avoid his way into hell. Not
surprisingly, the Psalmist concludes, "for vain is the help of man" KJV. No other American, except possibly
Thomas Jefferson, did so many things well. Yes, but do we ever have to? Sincerity: Use no hurtful deceit;
think innocently and justly, and if you speak, speak accordingly. Merciful Guide! Whereas life is not always
fair, death is. For Melville, it was a mythology and persona that no longer applied because it supported a
burgeoning class of capitalists, destined in the future to become the "robber barons," who placed a higher
value on the utilitarian ethics espoused by Franklin than on humanity. He became our sin-indwelled humanity
on the Cross, cutting us off from Satan's power through his body death. Sincerity Use no hurtful deceit; think
innocently and justly, and, if you speak, speak accordingly. Rather than vilify they, I chose to get to know
some of them. Franklin was ambitious and had many interests. Each time he realized that he had not lived up
to a particular virtue, he placed a black dot in the square representing the virtue and the day.


