
POLICE REFORMS OF LORD CORNWALLIS

Zamindars had still a great influence on these Thanas, but legally there were detached from the Police functionary. In
Lord Cornwallis.

In suits between Hindus and Muslims, the judge was the deciding authority. But Lord Cornwallis replied, with
great force, that if we had not acquired this knowledge after twenty years of research, and after the collectors
had been employed especially for three years in seeking for it, we could never expect to obtain it, and the
settlement must be indefinitely postponed. The Treaty of Srirangapattinam is a significant event in the history
of South India. It obliged the Governor- General to make a thorough enquiry into the usages, tenures and rents
prevalent in Bengal. On the journey he wrote to General Gerard Lake , then commanding the forces in the war
with the Marathas, insisting that peace be made. There were four provincial courts of appeal at Calcutta,
Dacca, Murshidabad and Patna, each under three European judges assisted by Indian advisers. The settlement
of the land revenue was, therefore, a question of the greatest magnitude, and embraced, not only the financial
strength of the state, but the prosperity of its subjects. He was no longer a mere feudatory of the Peshwa, but
an independent chief, the ally of the British Government, who had honoured his capital with the presence of
their representative. Reforms under Lord Cornwallis The internal reforms of Cornwallis can be studied under
three main heads. However, there have been watch-guards since time immemorial protecting villages at night.
Twenty years had been employed in efforts to procure information regarding the land, and five schemes had
been devised for the purpose, but the Government was still as ignorant as ever on the subject. Indian judges or
Munsiffs were appointed to all the courts at the bottom of the judicial system. Administrative reforms
Revenue reforms or Permanent Settlement Judicial and other reforms Purification of the civil service by the
employment of capable and honest public servants. For thirty-five years he may be said to have passed his life
in the camp, devoting himself to the improvement of his army, and the increase of his resources. Estimate of
Cornwallis Cornwallis, a blue-blooded aristocrat, was an ardent patriot. He reformed and reorganized the
administration of the company. Each district was divided into thanas or police circles each of which was about
20 square miles. Sindia then proceeded Page 41 to despoil the Rajpoots, and at the gates of Jeypore made a
demand of sixty lacs of rupees, as tribute due to the imperial treasury. By the time of his departure in his work
on the penal code, known in India as the Cornwallis Code , was substantially complete. The Count de Boigne,
a native of Savoy, had come to India in quest of service, and circumstances brought him to the camp of Sindia,
by whom he was immediately entertained. The District Judge controlled the police.


