
AFRICAN AMERICANS AND THE COLD WAR

W.E.B. Du Bois is among African American writers whose Cold War views are explored in a new book by Stanford
Assistant Professor Vaughn.

Technological change meant that journalists could record instances of racial violence and broadcast them to
the world. King organized protest rallies, boycotts, sit-ins, and marches. However, both sides clearly struggled
to prevent the other from spreading its economic and political systems around the globe. These two federal
laws outlawed segregation, guaranteed African Americans equal protection under the law, and truly secured
black men and women the right to vote. Rowan had previously served as deputy assistant secretary of state for
public affairs and as ambassador to Finland. His Harlem district was one of the most diverse in the country,
and he pushed for more liberal immigration policies, which were important to the large West Indian immigrant
community in his district. He hoped that thousands of people asking peacefully and respectfully for equal
rights would rally support to the Civil Rights Movement. Truman and his successor, Dwight D. During the late
s and s, the two sides sought to spread their ideology in Europe and Asia. The Cold War continued until the
late s. Some individuals who toured foreign countries for this purpose sometimes exaggerated the amount of
progress made in race relations. Over the five years it took to write the book, Rasberry taught undergraduate
and graduate students on these subjects. Activists continued to protest the lack of equal pay for equal work for
African Americans. As a Senate candidate in , Edward Brooke was initially skeptical about the war. These
findings appear in his book, Race and the Totalitarian Century: Geopolitics in the Black Literary Imagination ,
which highlights the cosmopolitan spirit African Americans had at the time and the commonality between
struggles at home and those abroad. The Cold War rationale for racial reform was strengthened by evidence
that hostile countries utilized negative news about race relations to discredit the United States. Moreover,
investigatory panels such as the communist-hunting House Un-American Activities Committee, backed by
arch segregationists such as Mississippi Representative John Rankin , called prominent African Americans to
testify during this era, questioning their ties to the American Communist Party and, by inference and
innuendo, calling their patriotism into question. They also sought to improve educational opportunities for
people of all races. Rasberry cites the Suez Canal crisis as a case in point. For many years before World War
II, a smaller number of blacks and whites had fought for equality. Other articles you might like: Follow
City-Data. Johnson in the Oval Office in January  Sifting through novels, essays, films, newspaper articles,
propaganda and government documents, Rasberry examines how African Americans navigated the political
waters of the midth century living under segregation. This also constituted part of the embarrassment that
necessitated a significant propaganda effort to neutralize damaging racial news stories about segregation. This
provocation lies at the heart of research by Vaughn Rasberry , assistant professor of English at Stanford, that
tells the story of how African Americans challenged policy in the United States during the Cold War â€” with
race at its core. This progress resonated strongly with African Americans and people of color living in newly
independent, formerly colonized countries. Conflicts over communism in Cuba and South Vietnam dominated
the s and s. Representative Gus Hawkins opposed the war, based partly on impressions he formed while
visiting South Vietnam in that the government routinely violated the human rights of its prisoners. The Soviet
Union and its allies were not the only critics. To learn more about this important era in Ohio's history, please
browse these entries at your leisure. As bellwethers of this international cognizance, Representatives Powell
and Diggs increasingly influenced the foreign policy debate in Congress, suggesting a growing black influence
in shaping public perceptions about racism that transcended U. The Eisenhower administration, committed to
the reduction of military spending but putting greater emphasis on promoting the economic and cultural
superiority of American life, had come to associate winning the Cold War with improving the civil rights
climate for black Americans. While Eisenhower was not enthusiastic about desegregation, he was committed
enough to the principle of civil equality to support a modest civil rights bill in  Kennedy and Lyndon B. His
efforts prodded the administration to install several African Americans as United Nations delegates and
alternates in  The caste system in this country, particularly when as in Little Rock it is maintained by troops, is
an enormous, indeed an almost insuperable, obstacle to our leadership in the cause of freedom and human
equality. The events and outcome of World War II served as the impetus for the emergence of each. Marshals
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to protect the students and to maintain order in Little Rock. The Eisenhower administration refused to send an
official representative to the conference, so Powell went as a private citizen even though the government asked
him not to attend. However, the Civil Rights Movement was not over. Students were escorted to school by
soldiers in the st Airborne Division. American intervention in the Vietnamese civil warâ€”between the
communist regime in Hanoi and the U. Du Bois also viewed the Soviet Union â€” despite the atrocities carried
out against its own people under Stalin â€” as making considerable progress toward creating a society free of
racial hierarchy, whereas the United States lagged.


