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Master's theses completed by graduate students in the Department of Special Education & Communication Sciences
and Disorders at Eastern Michigan.

The National Education for Education Statistic's "Fast Facts" on inclusive settings shows that in the school
year, roughly 95 percent of special education students ages 6 through 21 attended a regular school. This
dissertation study analyzed several student-level and However, such techniques are seldom used and difficult
to adopt in mainstream Beyond Academic Hurdles Discussing the academic issues that students with special
needs face is an obvious route to take when choosing a thesis topic. Hence, the increase raised the need to
conduct You could focus on areas like story-based instruction about hand washing, best practices for students
with significant intellectual disabilities, inclusive education in Catholic elementary schools or best practices
for students with written expressive disorders. This topic includes how students with disabilities, delays and
disorders interact with typically-functioning peers in an inclusive classroom, the problems they face and how
teachers can manage the social aspects of working with children who have special needs. The goals of this
project were to review the current literature regarding the role of the speech-language pathologist SLP in
concussion management and to conduct a survey of SLPs with experience in They serve the same purpose as a
chapter in a dissertation, which is to have the graduate student identify a particular issue in her area, research
the current literature on it and write a report that offers an original take or evaluates current techniques.
External factors e. For example, students with special needs are prey to a higher level of peer victimization
than other children in a mainstreamed classroom, according to the article "Bullying Perpetration and
Victimization in Special Education: A Review of the Literature" in the journal Remedial and Special
Education. Photo Credits. In response, schools are seeking out approaches to reduce racial disciplinary
Structural equation modeling was applied to test the associations between the TFI and student outcomes. Yet,
an investigation of how study abroad impacts students' cultural competence does not exist. Along the same
lines, you could research urban preschool settings for the learning disabled who are members of ethnic
minority groups. First, a total of A number of systems barriers have Inclusive Settings All children ages 3-
through years-old with disabilities and delays have the right to a free public school education, according to the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. Techniques such as co-teaching and body learning, or movement
in the special education classroom, can also be assessed for effectiveness. Research on chair placement in
classrooms can be important, as the National Dissemination Center for Children with Disabilities argues. He
has a doctorate in English and has taught various writing courses and literature survey courses. Graduate
students writing such theses examine issues such as whether inclusive classrooms translate to social inclusive
social interaction or whether academic achievement improves the self-image of students with disabilities. To
get your master's degree in education, with an emphasis in special education, you will have to write a thesis.
Unlike a general term paper, writing a postsecondary thesis means that you'll need to choose a specific topic
that applies to special education. A potential thesis topic in this area may focus on how collaborative teaching
arrangements can impact and benefit special education teachers. This could include students themselves,
teachers, parents and even principals. Endless Possibilities It's important to remember there are endless
possibilities for thesis topics in special education and you should choose one that interests you, but which you
can research objectively. Specializations Since the point of the thesis research is to encourage the candidate for
a degree to conduct original research in a specialized area, many theses are going to be rather idiosyncratic or
unique in their approach. Collaborative Contributions Teaching children with special needs presents
challenges that the non-special educator doesn't face. Student attendance was measured through average daily
For example, a good choice would be a thesis examining the attitudes of elementary school principals toward
the inclusive classroom, or toward students with autism spectrum disorders, or towards a specific technique
like RTI -- Response to Intervention. For research on teachers' input, possibilities include attitudes on
inclusion and instructors' role in academic performance, rural attitudes towards the inclusion process and
teacher perceptions of students with reading disabilities. Specific Students Approaching a thesis in special
education may mean choosing one specific disorder or delay, such as autism spectrum disorder, down
syndrome, attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, cerebral palsy and learning disabilities. Existing
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standardized assessments do not accurately measure constructs of The perceptions of teachers about the
over-representation of African-American students in special education would be an excellent topic, as would
teachers' beliefs about Hispanic special ed students. Theses generally range from 30 to 60 pages. Utilizing
in-depth phenomenological interviews and photography, this study For example, the article "Co-Teaching: An
Illustration of the Complexity of Collaboration in Special Education" in the Journal of Educational and
Psychological Consultation tackles the specific area of co-teaching students with special needs in a
mainstream classroom. A thesis in one of these areas may include how special education teachers can help
children with a specific disorder, how special needs students learn, specific modes of education or how
schools match a student's needs with the right classroom setting. Efficacy Other thesis topics look at types of
interventions and inclusion practices to establish which are most effective, including theses which evaluate
established best practices.


