
HOW TO WRITE A SUMMARY FOURTH GRADE

Fourth-graders learn how to write book summaries so they can effectively condense larger amounts of information into
one or two short paragraphs.

Usually, we want students to incorporate what they already know about a topic. What Exactly is a Summary?
Unfortunately, my friends, this is just the beginning. Although writing out extra summaries takes extra prep
time, it will keep you from having so many frustrated and confused students later in the school year. The more
details students include, the better â€” except for in summarizing. No wonder students struggle with
summarizing! I have summarizing resources for both fiction and nonfiction. Less is More? I must say, our
summary writing is most definitely a work in progress, but I am proud of the hard work my kids put in so far!
Chapter Breakdown Divide your class into pairs and ask each group to discuss the chapter -- or group of
chapters -- they've just read. Teachers who have joined my membership find out more here have access to all
of these summarizing resources. This exercise teaches them to locate the main parts of the story, such as the
setting, plot and primary characters. As with any new skill, especially a writing skill, students need to be
explicitly taught. They can use this marked text as an outline to review later for quizzes. If someone asked you
tell her about Titanic, would you talk for three hours? Of course not! As a teacher, parent or tutor, you can
help your students learn how to write book summaries by breaking the text into smaller sections and helping
them focus on the most important details. A summary is a long text distilled to its essentials, the key points
worth noting, without examples and details. At this point, discuss the ideas students underlined in their
readings. In addition, summarizing improves reading skills as students pick out the main ideas of a reading; it
also helps with vocabulary skills as students paraphrase a reading, altering the vocabulary and grammar as
they do so. After reading the passage with your class or in a small group setting , show students the different
summaries. Read a chapter, write a summaryâ€¦ Our students see this a lot, whether it be on our reading
assessments, in our own classroom work, or on our state assessments. This is a good time to teach some
transition words of time or of addition. However, it is a skill worth the time and effort as students will use it
throughout their academic careers and the benefits it provides in reading, writing, and critical thinking skills.
Have students work on reading and marking the selection and then writing their summaries by themselves this
time or in pairs. Yes, over three hours.


