
HINTS FOR WRITING COLLEGE ADMISSION ESSAYS

The college application essay is your chance to show schools who you are. Learn how to write a college essay that sets
you apart.

Do not feel pressure to share every detail of challenging experiences, but also do not feel that you need to have
a happy ending or solution. One of the most common mistakes that we see in essays is using advanced
vocabulary almost correctly. The truth is, admission reviewers rarely knowâ€”or careâ€”which prompt you are
responding to. You should take the time to read and re-read the essay prompt, so you can answer it fully. Stick
to your writing style and voice. Think about getting yourself into a meditative state for 20 minutes and just
write from the heart. This college essay tip is by Ashley McNaughton, Bucknell University graduate and
founder of ACM College Consulting , consults on applicants internationally and volunteers with high
achieving, low income students through ScholarMatch. So don't overlook those moments or experiences that
were awkward, uncomfortable or even embarrassing. As a former college admissions officer, I read thousands
of essaysâ€”good and bad. Now you need to focus your goals to only three or four ideas â€” the ones that will
make you the most attractive to the college admissions board. The entire left side I have dedicated to the
people in my life. Keep the story focused on a discrete moment in time. Set it aside for a few days and read it
again. We learned about their responsibility, creative thinking, teamwork and resilience in a fun and
entertaining way. With so many other things in your schedule, this process can initially seem like a waste of
time. Be real. Which idea can you develop further and not lose the reader? With this in mind, you should
replace lower-level words bad, sad, thing, nice, chance with higher-level words appalling, despondent,
phenomena, comforting, opportunity. Take their constructive criticism in the spirit for which they
intendâ€”your benefit. There is something magical about reading out loud. The quickest way for a student to
be denied admission is to allow a parent to write or edit with their own words. I actually use voice memos in
my car when I have a really profound thought or a to do list I need to record , so find your happy place and
start recording. When you submit your essay, remember to include your name, contact information, and ID
number if your college provided one, especially if you send it to a general admission email account. Look for
opportunities to upload essays onto applications as PDFs. No one's idea of a good time is writing a college
essay, I know.


