
PREJUDICE PSYCHOLOGY ESSAY

In this essay we will look into the psychological theories, concepts and researches to understand the continued
existence of prejudice and discrimination within.

Prejudice: Its social psychology. High Caste Hindu boys and girls do show significant difference in their
religious and sex prejudices. Conflicting result in this area need further investigation on the relationship
between religion and prejudice. Being able to quickly categorize information allows us to interact and react
quickly, but it also leads to mistakes. No significant difference is found in religious and caste prejudices
between high caste boys and girls. They perceive these groups superior and better than other competing and
rival groups. But, if the individual uses the socially disapproved ways to satisfy these needs and then
rationalises, he projects and attributes his own faults on other groups, classes or castes, leading to the
occurrence of prejudice. This idea of reducing prejudice is specially applicable in India, which contains
heterogeneous groups. Higher significant difference is obtained between the low caste Hindu and Muslim girls
only in caste prejudice. Sexism Sexism is prejudice and discrimination toward individuals based on their sex.
A large number of methods and strategies have been used to reduce prejudice and discrimination. The main
findings of the study are summarised as follows: i Boys have significantly more prejudice than girls. In sex
prejudice, however, the comparative groups do not show any difference. Prejudices have multiple causes and
some prejudices are probably inevitable. This doctrine presents a compromise between the universality
technique and individuality technique use to reduce prejudice. By flexible and democratic child rearing
practices prejudice can be avoided. In propaganda to reduce prejudice, controversial elements may be
disguised or eliminated by distortion of relevant facts and the motives being propaganda may be hidden. And
Stereotype is an idea or statement based on existing actions. Integrated job situations, integrated summer
camps, youth festivals, NCC camps can also reduce prejudice. This essay will evaluate the social
psychological approach to understanding prejudice. High caste and low caste Muslims show significant
difference in their religious and sex prejudices. Tools and equipments used in the study include: i A personal
data questionnaire covering information about sociological and personal factors such as age, sex, class,
religion, caste, parental income and area of residence and ii Prejudices scale measuring religious, caste and sex
prejudices developed by A. Among different prejudices, social prejudices like caste, sex and class prejudices
are of tremendous importance as social life, inter personal relationship and adjustment of the individual in
social situations are determined by them. Prejudices quite often stem from ignorance or a lack of
understanding.


