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Social Studies theses are sent to two readers, who provide grades and comments. Graders use a Latin scale, with
honors grades ranging from a very rare.

If History is the secondary field of a joint concentration, there is only one History reader. In these cases, by
contrast, the challenge for instructors is moving past the idea that having an objective rubric alone makes their
grading process is meaningful or fair. Thesis Timetable There are many variables to thesis completion,
including the time and effort that you put toward thesis proposal creation as well as thesis director availability.
This usually takes the form of a chapter or two of the thesis 20â€”30 pages. Deadlines All seniors writing
theses receive as part of the History 99a and 99b seminar materials a Timetable for Thesis Writers which lists
approximate deadlines for staying current with work on this large-scale project. By the beginning of the fall
reading period, students must submit substantial proof of research to both their adviser and the 99 History
instructors. Moreover, thesis work must represent thoughtful engagement in new academic scholarship. You
will always have the full nine months to complete your thesis, and if necessary, you may request a
three-month extension. Thesis Readings Each History thesis is read by at least two impartial members of the
Board of Tutors, assigned by the Department. Theses that are handed in late will be penalized. For more
information Once issued, you'll be required to petition the Administrative Board for petition to gain a second
and final attempt at the thesis. Conduct the Thesis Research You have nine months to complete the thesis.
Know Your Goals and Name Them. There is simply not enough time between CTP completion at the end of
May and thesis director assignment by June 1. Your research advisor can answer any questions. During this
stage you are working in a consistent, regular manner to complete the research by your required nine-month
timeline, which may take you beyond the ordinary semester schedule. The Undergraduate Office holds a
meeting to advise students on how to write a successful fellowship proposal. What we can aim for, however,
are general principles that will make grading as useful, fair, and efficient as possible. Starting with the course
description and the syllabus, and extending through the prompts for assignment sequences and on through
capstone projects or final exam, transparency allows the grading process to be more of a dialogue than a
judgment from on high. At this stage, the potential thesis director may request changes to the thesis proposal
to more closely align with his or her expertise. As a degree candidate who has taken a number of
graduate-level courses, including the proseminar, you are well aware that all work submitted must be your
own and any work used to support your research must be properly cited. Consequently, the seminars will
focus much attention on the unique challenges of writing an extended, multi-chapter work. History 99a and
99b also provide a common forum in which seniors can share with thesis-writing colleagues their feedback,
successes, frustrations, interests, and techniques. Tuition To ensure affordability, tuition rates for thesis work
are the same as our regular 4-credit, graduate-level courses. It will also be the longest and most complicated.
What do we do when faced with one paper that stays unremarkably on track and arrives safely at its modest
destination, and another that goes absolutely fabulously off the rails? Audience members also learn from these
dedicated and talented young scholars even as they teach them new ways of conceiving and pursuing their
projects. If you are unable to take advice from your research advisor, follow directions, or produce an
acceptable proposal, you will not pass the CTP tutorial, and you'll have if your five-year degree completion
date allows just one more attempt to complete the tutorial before being required to withdraw from the
program. You cannot re-purpose prior research for the thesis. Three-month extensions are only approved if
you've been making diligent academic progress on your research and the thesis director agrees that he or she
can continue to work beyond the mandatory timeframe. The standing of those students at the border of two
different degrees may also be determined through an oral examination administered by the Board of
Examiners. All students who may be eligible for a recommendation of highest honors will then be given an
oral examination by the Board of Examiners; performance on this exam will be considered in determining the
final recommendation. Each year a large number of rising seniors find funding for summer thesis research.
You should be prepared for the entire process, from CTP registration to submission of the final draft of your
thesis, to take months. If at this time, your thesis director reports that you have not made any progress on your
thesis, the dean of academic programs reserves the right to issue a thesis not complete TNC grade. In addition,
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the student must convince the Board of Examiners of their qualifications for the highest recommendation
through their performance on the oral examination. Students must enroll in the Thesis Seminars in order to
write a thesis by obtaining approval from the Asst. Many thesis writers will submit work in advance of the
deadlines listed on the timetable, following schedules worked out with their individual advisers. If you want to
draw or expand upon your own previous scholarship for a small portion of your thesis, you must obtain the
explicit permission of your research advisor and cite the work in both the proposal and thesis. As a result, you
may be subject to permanent withdrawal from the Extension School if you are sanctioned for plagiarism
during the thesis process. If by not passing the CTP you fall into poor academic standing, you'll need to take
additional degree-applicable courses to return to good standing before enrolling in the CTP for your second
and final time.


