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It reminds me how sex used to be described as "dying. I read this novel for the first time about a year ago; it
immediately became one of my favorites. I liked that aspect. It's so subtle, yet so masterful. Then Timothy
Hutton takes over and turns the patriarch into a pile of shattered glass. There's also a wonderful moment at the
beginning of Chapter 4, where Eleanor and Theodora wake up after the first uneventful night at Hill House.
Eleanor tends to experience phenomena to which the others are oblivious. Journey's end by lovers meeting -
and Nell's journey ends with her meeting her lover the house tangibly, literally, head on. A contemporary
editor might have said: "Cut this out and get right to the story," but to I'm falling in love with this book all
over again as I re-read it. The story concerns four main characters: Dr. The family have gathered together for a
funeral. All four of the inhabitants begin to experience strange events while in the house, including unseen
noises and ghosts roaming the halls at night, strange writing on the walls and other unexplained events. Your
insight is spot-on, I think, that her journey's end is a literal, almost sexual meeting with the house. The four
spend an entire summer isolated inside of Hill House in an attempt to familiarize with the house and,
hopefully, experience the supernatural effects the house is rumored to have. Jackson's book is thrillingly well
written, full of complex, economical, vivid insight For this, in the end, is the crux and power of the novel â€”
the ways in which judgments and expectations dictate and trap and make vulnerable the outer and inner lives
of women. I'm glad you enjoyed this review. I'll just say that it's fascinating to watch Eleanor: her rage, her
jealousy, her giddiness. There's a dark horror at the heart of it, which we can't quite grasp, and it's all conveyed
by this great fool, and so shot through with her bombastic comedy, that it leaves the reader unsure whether to
laugh or cringe or both. Only the house is tangible in a way. The four subjects spend three uneventful nights in
Hill House before the seeds of terror begin to plant and grow. Is there anyone really? While the show focuses
on a family living and experiencing the horrors of Hill House, the novel centers around a scientist named Dr.
He intends to reside there for a summer, with as many people as he can find who have a sympathy for the
paranormal. Films like The Ring, kept me up and scared the pants off me. And yet It's almost sexual. How she
perceives the other characters, how she watches them and listens to them and to the house itself, how she
hurtles toward the end "I am doing this all by myself, now, at last; this is me, I am really really really doing it
by myself. Eleanor travels to the house, where she and Theodora will live in isolation with Montague and
Luke. The version is a relatively faithful adaptation and received critical praise. But like Shakespeare's fools,
she is perceptive in her own way--in this case, about Eleanor's relationship with her mother, which is one of
Eleanor's dark secrets and which Mrs. She's excited; she's happy; she's constantly afraid of "missing
something. In addition to the two girls, Dr. His study takes place in none other than the infamous Hill House.
But she too was escaping a mother she felt criticised everything about her, and her husband turned out to be
flamboyantly patriarchal and controlling, retrograde even for the time.


