
THE LIFE OF A SPIDER AND THE SOUL OF THE POET IN A NOISELESS

PATIENT SPIDER A POEM BY WALT WHITMAN

Walt Whitman: Poems study guide contains a biography of Walt Whitman, In this poem, the speaker observes a
noiseless, patient spider on a promontory (a In the second stanza, the speaker compares the spider to his soul, which is
"To a Stranger" Â· "Pioneers! O Pioneers!" "O Me! O Life!" "O Captain!.

A Noiseless Patient Spider by Walt Whitman Further Analysis A strong theme behind this poem is giving a
corporeal metaphor to represent an abstract idea. Drifting around sounds lonely, and hollow. They can
essentially fly, so long as they have a ledge to be attached to, and they tirelessly work to create a trap and a
home that is absolutely perfect for them, seemingly never giving up or growing tired. Regardless of why,
spiders are an interesting topic. Most of the writers of the Romantic period followed Pantheism "God is
everything and everything is God The imagery employed in this poem is strong and beautiful. To think of
to-day, and the ages continued henceforward! Your farm, profits, crops,â€”to think how engross'd you are!
Historical Context To add a little more context to the poem, it was initially published in , in a London
Magazine. Buy Study Guide Summary: In this poem, the speaker observes a noiseless, patient spider on a
promontory a rock outcropping over the ocean. If the future is nothing, they are just as surely nothing. He saw
democracy as an inseparable attribute of Americaness. We can surmise from this imagery a sense that the
speaker is very alone, perhaps in his quest too, of possibly trying to understand his role in the world. What I
wonder is where Whitman imagines the soul travels to once it flings out a web that sticks to something. Quite
the opposite is true, Walt Whitman wrote only about a single subject which was so powerful in the mind of the
poet that it consumed him to the point that whatever he wrote echoed of that subject To Think of Time 1 To
think of timeâ€”of all that retrospection! It is known, however, especially based on his poem, Song of Myself,
that he was a strong believer in deism, which gave him a fairly unique view on human life and the existence of
the soul, which he viewed as an immortal and constantly evolving entity. Emerson and Whitman were both
revolutionaries in American poetry, in their own time and their own right. It is the story of a man's solitary
struggle to deal with a tragic event that he encounters. Shortly afterwards, he began getting involved in the
printing business and fell in love with it The creation of Whispers of Heavenly Death was only one of many
instances throughout this time period where Whitman wrote about the nature of the soul. For that exact reason,
this poem is as much about the process of finding connections and meaning in life and writing profound verse
as it is the process of building them as you would the web. How perfect the earth, and the minutest thing upon
it! To think that the sun rose in the east! It leaves a mark on its vast surroundings by weaving its web.
Whitman takes poetry and uses it in such a way that it helps make sense of the world, for himself and for his
reader. Imagery is also used in the poem to forge an intermediary between the soul of the poet and then the
spider. However, as is often the case with Whitman's poetry, the poem ends with an optimistic idea. Related
Papers. The aim of the poem is to draw the comparison between the speaker's soul and the spider, which is
why the two stanzas mirror each other in size and structure. In some of the works of the Romantic period the
expression of nature and humans are not separate entities, but one in the same Have you dreaded these
earth-beetles? The poet uses many literary devices to demonstrate a sense of loneliness and existential angst he
seeks to overcome. Is the beginningless past nothing? Is it the fact that they have an unnecessary and
ridiculous number of eyes? Nolan Sherman Nolan Sherman Mr. What was going on in his life at that time â€”
he would have been 49 â€” is difficult to say. The lines of the first stanza directly relate to the lines of the
second stanza almost the like the poet himself is building a web of connections that support the final goal of
giving the reader an ultimate meaning of the poem. To Whitman art is culture, and culture is history. In the
first stanza, Whitman's characterization of the spider reads as somewhat hopeless - the creature is "isolated"
and will be "ever unreeling" his web without any promise of making an impact on his "vast" environment.
Walt Whitman is the "voice of the people" and this I believe because, while he did write of things that were
not seen as aesthetically beautiful by many


