
BRAIN DAMAGE CAUSED BY HEAVY MARIJUANA

Imaging studies of marijuana's impact on brain structure in humans have of marijuana (i.e., heavy use) or the
development of a cannabis use disorder; this.

The differences in brain abnormalities compared to non-smokers is directly related to how much marijuana is
consumed, the researchers found. Previous research has also linked marijuana use with an increased risk of
such behavior, the researchers said. In the month before the study was conducted, nearly all users reported
smoking marijuana on a daily basis. It can be a patch of land, such as the area on which a house is located. An
analysis of the man's brain revealed severe damage that doctors attributed to the man's heavy marijuana use
over the two decades prior to his death. Researchers who published their findings in the Molecular Psychiatry
journal discovered that heavy cannabis users are at risk for developing false memories, even if those users had
gone without smoking pot for over a month. For instance, there are no data on whether these changes were
linked to memory problems, impulsive behaviors or depression. Most Read. DZ twins and families [ 37 , 38 ,
39 , 40 ], and is thought to be a non-specific genetic liability, with the possible exception of heroin dependence
[ 41 ]. Cannabinoids and their neurochemical effects The main active component of cannabis or marijuana is
THC deltatetrohydrocannibinol , a compound that activates the endogenous CB1 receptor, which is in high
concentration in hippocampus, amygdala, cerebellum, basal ganglia and regions of the cerebral cortex. No
other regions were measured for comparison. Nevertheless, there have been very few direct studies of the
brain in people who use cannabis. However, its neurochemical interactions with the dopaminergic pathway
may, particularly in genetically vulnerable individuals, have adverse consequences. On the other hand, there
are those who think that cannabinoids may exert a neuroprotective effect. The study also reported adverse
effects on cognitive development and increased symptoms of depression. Conditions of the Heart Many of
those problems manifest physically, not just psychologically. They have less negative and more positive
symptoms compared with non-users, and they respond less well to antipsychotic treatment [ 6 ]. Many times,
these feelings seem to be triggered by nothing; they can appear out of nowhere. How bad is chronic marijuana
use? Need Help? But blood tests conducted on several occasions before the man was admitted to the hospital
the last time showed high levels of marijuana compounds , de la Monte told Live Science. The man, who had
previously had depression, died from injuries he sustained when he jumped in front of a car after smoking pot
and losing touch with reality. Using the well-known Dunedin, New Zealand birth cohort longitudinal data [ 24
], they then showed that cannabis use at ages 15 and 18 predicted significantly more diagnoses of
schizophreniform disorder at age 26 than that found in non-users, although the sample was small and they
have not yet shown that this is true for conversion to a chronic schizophrenia diagnosis. People who reported
using high-potency marijuana showed signs of damage in the corpus callosum. Chronic THC exposure may
hasten age-related loss of hippocampal neurons. Any study of the relation of brain structural deficits to
cannabis use will have to consider genetic variation in pathways that influence both brain neurochemistry and
structure. Our data directly says this is not the case," Breiter said in a news release. In some individuals,
however, a primary schizophreniform illness develops and further progresses to chronic schizophrenia.
Marijuana dependence occurs when the brain adapts to large amounts of the drug, requiring more and more to
create the desired euphoric effect. Other research has found that smoking marijuana can impair the ability to
maintain attention and another study found that early marijuana use can cause cognitive impairment not seen
in those who begin smoking marijuana later in life. The results of the new report and previous findings on
marijuana's effects on the brain are particularly concerning as marijuana continues to be legalized for medical
uses, the researchers said. Studies of Heavy Marijuana Smokers There have been many previous studies that
have linked marijuana use to impairment in motivation, attention, learning, and memory. Not just one gene
variant, but several, may increase risk. Despite being illegal in many countries it is easily obtainable and even
home-grown.


