
THE VALUES OF PHILOSOPHY

Chapter XV of The Problems of Philosophy Having now come to the end of our brief and very incomplete review of the
problems of philosophy, it will be well to.

Philosophic contemplation sponsors this escape by enlarging the Self. The aforementioned comic explores not
only this theory but the opposing argument, in the form of a slug-like alien who is adamant about sticking to
his old ways. I have often found myself enjoying long walks to nowhere or finding a quiet hiding place outside
to just sit and think deeply. He went on to question, like Plato , whether the values of pleasure or satisfaction
were in fact the ends at which intelligent people should aim. Zalta E. The private world of instinctive interests
is a small one, set in the midst of a great and powerful world which must, sooner or later, lay our private world
in ruins. Thus, with respect to definite answers, "the uncertainty of philosophy is more apparent than real.
Hence, once more, the value of philosophy must not depend upon any supposed body of definitely
ascertainable knowledge to be acquired by those who study it. Value Pluralism, ed. Does it not highlight?
There are many questionsâ€”and among them those that are of the profoundest interest to our spiritual
lifeâ€”which, so far as we can see, must remain insoluble to the human intellect unless its powers become of
quite a different order from what they are now. Russell explicitly addresses the "practical man" who only
recognizes philosophy as a pursuit of "hair-splitting distinctions" and irrelevant trifling. Study of the heavens,
of natural sciences, and the human mind originated in philosophic investigation and now assume the figures of
astronomy, physics, and psychology. Zimmerman Op. The life of the instinctive man is shut up within the
circle of his private interests: family and friends may be included, but the outer world is not regarded except as
it may help or hinder what comes within the circle of instinctive wishes. Beauty, ed. But it would seem that,
whether answers be otherwise discoverable or not, the answers suggested by philosophy are none of them
demonstrably true. Are good an evil of importance to the universe or only to man? This is not a valid email,
please try again. Russell writes, "in one way or another, if our life is to be great and free, we must escape this
prison" of our private world. Russell would have his reader free her mind of practical prejudices. Whereas the
practical man would only attend to food for the body and material needs, the philosophic attitude also
recognizes the need for food for the mind. In contemplation, on the contrary, we start from the not-Self, and
through its greatness the boundaries of Self are enlarged; through the infinity of the universe the mind which
contemplates it achieves some share in infinity. By thus making a barrier between subject and object, such
personal and private things become a prison to the intellect. Many philosophers, it is true, have held that
philosophy could establish the truth of certain answers to such fundamental questions. These questions address
most profound human interests: "Has the universe any unity of plan or purpose, or is it a fortuitous concourse
of atoms? We should be questioning ourselves and the world around us at all times. Therefore, you need to
think more in order to live more. Whitehead had introduced, [] but it was Ralph Waldo Emerson in the
previous century who had written about the inspirational value of new things and of travel, not only for the
sake of art or study, but for the value of the experience itself. In such a life there is no peace, but a constant
strife between the insistence of desire and the powerlessness of will. Russell's belief is that everything that
depends on the private world "distorts the object" of contemplation and prevents the union of the object and
the intellect. It is true that this is partly accounted for by the fact that, as soon as definite knowledge
concerning any subject becomes possible, this subject ceases to be called philosophy, and becomes a separate
science. The mind which has become accustomed to the freedom and impartiality of philosophic
contemplation will preserve something of the same freedom and impartiality in the world of action and
emotion. Everything, in contemplation, that is personal or private, everything that depends upon habit,
self-interest, or desire, distorts the object, and hence impairs the union which the intellect seeks. Knowledge is
a form of union of Self and not-Self; like all union, it is impaired by dominion, and therefore by any attempt to
force the universe into conformity with what we find in ourselves. Thinking well may be difficult, but to affect
change in your mind and on your outlook of life, you have to think more, about the things you have been too
afraid or confused to contemplate before. His perspective provides the important insight that, though
philosophical endeavors may not always result in the advancement of some tangible object or material need,
they contribute to our own personal advancement through the liberation of our ignorance and give to us a
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greater dominion over ourselves. Philosophic contemplation does not, in its widest survey, divide the universe
into two hostile campsâ€”friends and foes, helpful and hostile, good and badâ€”it views the whole impartially.
But further, if we are not to fail in our endeavour to determine the value of philosophy, we must first free our
minds from the prejudices of what are wrongly called 'practical' men.


