
CAUSES AND RESULTS OF THE SEPOY MUTINY

The Indian Rebellion of had diverse political, economic, military, religious and social causes. A mutiny in several sepoy
companies of the Bengal army was sparked by the Some historians have suggested that the impact of British economic
and social 'reforms' has been greatly exaggerated, since the Company did.

The Punjab and Hyderabad were absolutely peaceful. When the mood of the sepoys turned against their
masters, they remembered Kabul and that the British were not invincible. For instance, once the rebellion was
underway, Mughal Emperor Bahadur Shah Zafar met the sepoys on May 11, , he was told: "We have joined
hands to protect our religion and our faith. Naturally the already better- educated higher castes were the first
whose services were utilized and the first to be educated at these universities. Annexation of territories by the
British also annoyed the sepoys. Few of these participated in the rebellion, and one contingent in particular the
recently raised Punjab Irregular Force actively participated on the British side. An important cause of Military
discontent was the General Service Enlistment Act, , which made it compulsory for the sepoys to cross the
seas, whenever required. The first sepoy who rebelled by aiming his loaded weapon at a British officer was
Mangal Pandey who was later executed. Eleven of the sepoys were executed and hundreds more sentenced to
hard labour. In India it is often called the First War of Independence and other similar names. The Punjabi
peasantry in turn faced dire poverty due to water shortage, depleted soil fertility and loss of land. Rebel leaders
such as Nana Sahib and Rani Laxmibai belonged to this group. Sympathetic rulers, such as Lord William
Bentinck were replaced by arrogant aristocrats, such as Lord Dalhousie, who despised the troops and the
populace. To those problems may be added the growing discontent of the Brahmans , many of whom had been
dispossessed of their revenues or had lost lucrative positions. This reinforced the belief that the original issue
cartridges were indeed greased with lard and tallow. Another serious concern was the increasing pace of
Westernization , by which Hindu society was being affected by the introduction of Western ideas. Dalhousie
had also appointed Inam Commission with powers to confiscate land. In , there was another mutiny by a
regiment ordered overseas in the First Anglo-Burmese War , who were refused transport to carry individual
cooking vessels and told to share communal pots. All these leaders no doubt were affected by the policies of
the British in the last hundred years and had genuine grievance against the British. Definitely the revolt was an
eye-opener to the British as well as to the Indians. During his tenure as governor-general of India â€”56 , Lord
Dalhousie made efforts toward emancipating women and had introduced a bill to remove all legal obstacles to
the remarriage of Hindu widows. He thus, led the rebellion near Cawnpore present day Kanpur. Shakeel
Anwar Feb 1, IST The Revolt of was a prolonged period of armed uprising as well as rebellions in Northern
and Central India against British occupation of that part of the subcontinent. The event of March 29, of
Barrackpore kindled the spirits of other sepoys and by the 11 May, , almost half of the sepoys joined the great
revolt. Small precursors of brewing discontent involving incidences of arson in cantonment areas began to
manifest themselves in January. The mutiny broke out in the Bengal army because it was only in the military
sphere that Indians were organized. But the main effect of the massacres of the siege was the idea now firmly
planted in the British mind that the native Indian would remain a savage on whom civilized rule must be
imposed. Despite no discernible reason for a change in practice, some sepoys believed that the cartridges that
were standard issue with the new rifle were greased with lard pork fat which was regarded as unclean by
Muslims and tallow cow fat which angered the Hindus as cows were equal to a goddess to them. Causes of
Revolt The issue of greased cartridges and military grievances has been over-emphasized, as the factor for the
Revolt of  The Post Office Act of withdrew the free postage facility for them. Certain actions of the
government, such as increased recruitment of Sikhs and Gurkhas, peoples considered by the Bengal sepoys to
be inferior in caste to them, increased the distrust of the sepoys who thought that this was a sign of their
services not being needed any more. To reduce her now to an agricultural country would be an injustice to
India. Naturally, this type of reaction is justified as the Indians are the losers and the British gainers. Converts
to Christianity were to share with their Hindu relatives in the property of the family estate. Partly owing to
this, Bengal sepoys were not subject to the penalty of flogging as were the European soldiers. The mutineers
commonly shot their British officers on rising and were responsible for massacres at Delhi, Kanpur, and
elsewhere.


