
OVERVIEW OF AMERICAN FOLK MUSIC
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Throughout the decade, folk singers continued to persevere. These songs convey emotion in a more private
way than do ballads. Folk music encompasses various styles of traditional music around the world, and every
culture has its own style of folk music. Songs such as "Amazing Grace" and "Farther Along" were common to
both groups. Folk songs communicated the hopes, sorrows and convictions of ordinary people's everyday
lives. As the country experienced war in Vietnam and the civil rights movement, songwriters were there to
write uplifting and influential songs that would inspire an entire generation of people. As times have changed,
folk music has progressed to reflect the times. The move from a rural to an urban environment exposed music
to new and diverse influences. Songs are an important cultural form through which people assert and preserve
their own histories in the face of changing social conditions. Their music had a profound impact on bluegrass ,
country , Southern Gospel , pop and rock musicians. The stock market crashed in , which was followed by a
drought that impacted farmland throughout the Midwest. Work songs usually use a call-and-response pattern.
One such romantic character is Woody Guthrie, celebrated as a wandering hero who eschewed the constraints
of an increasingly industrializing society. In America, it was natural for the music of white European
immigrants to merge with the music of former slaves of African descent to create new styles of music. Instead,
that term is given to songs that are played using instruments not typically seen in a rock or pop band. This
meant that musical fads, such as Hawaiian slack-key guitar , never died out completely, since a broad range of
rhythms, instruments, and vocal stylings were incorporated into disparate popular genres. Boston:
McGraw-Hill,  This type of music is commonly played by bluegrass groups today. Roots music has long been
a vehicle for offering the disenfranchised a voice. American folk singers gathered in coffee shops and at
hootenannies in San Francisco and New York.


