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Anthony Hopkins in the film adaptation of Kazuo Ishiguro's Remains of of the Day does that most wonderful thing a work
of literature can do: it.

However, each character handles their memories in juxtaposing ways. Stevens realizes he's too late and sends
her off with well-wishes and returns to Darlington Hall to fulfill the 'remains of his day. The Remains of the
Day is a first person narrative of an English butler named Stevens on 6-day trip to the English countryside.
Stevens narrates the novel and Ishiguro writes in such a way that the reader is able to examine intersections of
his memory, national history, politics of the era, and the way language is used to express emotion or to conceal
it But when Stevens finally does meet her, with full plans to bring her back to Darlington Hall and perhaps
confess his love, he finds that the spirit has gone out of her. Stevens finds his car runs aground in Moscombe
and spends the night with the Taylors. In the interests of the guests we have staying here. As the book
progresses, evidence mounts of Miss Kenton's and Stevens' past mutual attraction and affection. Stevens'
primary struggle within the novel is how his dignity relates to his own experiences, as well as the role his
dignity plays in the past, present, and future. Love and relationships[ edit ] Stevens is arguably aware on some
level of Miss Kenton's feelings for him, but he is unable to reciprocate. After all, what can we ever gain in
forever looking back and blaming ourselves if our lives have not turned out quite as we might have wished.
They have a dinner there, where Stevens speaks of his past meetings with dignitaries, never once revealing
that he is, in fact, a butler. In preserving his dignity at the expense of emotion, Stevens in a way loses his sense
of humanity with respect to his personal self. However, Stevens is never able to acknowledge the complex
feelings he possesses for Miss Kenton, insisting only that they shared an "excellent professional relationship".
Allusions to real events[ edit ] The theme of the decline of the British aristocracy can be linked to the
Parliament Act , which reduced their power, and to inheritance tax increases imposed after World War I ,
which forced the break-up of many estates that had been passed down for generations. Reception[ edit ] The
Remains of the Day is one of the most highly regarded post-war British novels. A truly "great butler" does not
abandon his profession, and, as such, Stevens feels that such choices are foolish in regard to the life of a
butler. The hard reality is, surely, that for the likes of you and I, there is little choice other than to leave our
fate, ultimately, in the hands of those great gentlemen at the hub of this world who employ our services
Carlisle drives him back to his car the next day, the doctor pokes a hole in the facade and Stevens finally
admits that he is, in fact, the butler at Darlington Hall. Much of the book, then, is dedicated to providing
accounts of Stevens' exhibiting this professionalism at the expense of his human feelings. It is almost painful,
causing the reader to wish he can speak freely. Anyone who sees things differently he struggles to both
understand and accept. Ishiguro was born in Nagasaki, Japan in and moved with his family to England in  Two
in particular, Dr. Show by a close reading of key scenes within this how the novelist's language and form both
reveals, and conceals, central issues of character, emotion, politics and memory. The story reaches its low-key
climax in the quiet surroundings of a Cornish tea-room. Past events are presented from the viewpoint of the
main protagonist, the ageing Stevens; elements of the past are presented as fragments, apparently
subconsciously censored by Stevens to present explicitly a description of past occurrences as he would have
the reader understand them and implicitly to relay the fact that the information supplied is subjective. He first
reflects upon what makes a butler a 'great' one, something he clearly has aspirations to achieve. When the
novel begins, then, she's been gone nearly twenty years, but Stevens seizes upon the fact that her marriage
might be crumbling as a reason to visit her. Perhaps, then, there is something to his advice that I should cease
looking back so much, that I should adopt a more positive outlook and try to make the best of what remains of
my day. Benn; an extremely capable and dignified servant who helps Mr. Ultimately, Stevens is forced to
ponder Lord Darlington's character and reputation, as well as the true nature of his relationship with Miss
Kenton. Farraday and what is left of his own life. Social rules at the time were a major constraint.


