
BEOWULF PRE CHRISTIAN VALUES

carriagehouseautoresto.com âœ…. Beowulf represents values of pre-Christian values throughout the story by elements
such as wealth/honor, biblical/paganistic, and.

Some people argue that it was a Pagan poem rewritten by a person or persons educated in Christianity. Paul
was descending into Hell and describing what he saw there. Douglas Wilson states: Through a heroic poem
about pagans that never mentions Christ, Beowulf is the opposite of syncretistic compromise. This value is but
one of many that contrast the pagan and Christian principles in Anglo-Saxon and in Beowulf. The most
prominent change is the image of Grendel. How is Grendel affected by the concepts of good and evil? When
Beowulf was written, St. The dragon Beowulf fights is even made more snake-like to resemble the Biblical
story about the snake seducing Eve into tasting the forbidden fruit. However, when they immigrated to
England and began to tell the tale of Beowulf, the local inhabitants began to listen and put their twist on it. In
the poem, the reader can see the attempts of the poet to convey the values and stories of Judeo-Christianity in a
society of Anglo-Saxon paganism. The poem is infused with multiple elements of their pagan religion. An
example of the biblical motif in Beowulf is Grendel. Regardless of the many speculations and differences of
opinion, it is apparent, and commonly agreed that the author was influenced in some way by both belief
systems. The dark waters and worms that are present in the cave Grendel dwells with his mother are other
examples of Biblical allusions in Beowulf, referring to Psalm 42 and Sermon 17, where St. References to
Christianity exist in Beowulf, and pagan influences are noticeable. This completely contradicts the Christian
teachings of "turning the other cheek," set forth in the New Testament of the Bible: You have heard that it was
said, 'An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth. The Christian philosopher St. Augustine helped to turn man
away from this earthly arrogance and the desire for material wealth and success. Everyone in the village looks
up to him as he acts as if he were a role model. The warrior code, which is apparent throughout Beowulf, is
based on values that seem to conflict, in some ways, with Christian values. These Christian themes have
become very important to the epic to add an element of depth that would not be possible in modern times due
to the lost of the Anglo-Saxon culture and beliefs. Grendel is an alienated individual who just wants to be a
part of something. However, there is also a strong sense that God's protection must be earned; a warrior must
first be true to his values, courage, honesty, pride, and humility and only then will he earn God's protection.
But there seem to be two sides to this heroic and yet tragic story of these troubled and arrogant souls. Not only
does he refer to this same "Amighty God," but he also alludes to the biblical story of Noah and the flood
Genesis 6. For example, when about to fight Grendel's mother in her cave, Beowulf sees a great weapon
hanging on the wall. Grendel 's mother is similarly linked to Cain just as her son was. This same Christian tone
is heard when Hrothgar describes the the engravings on the hilt of the sword Beowulf uses to destroy
Grendel's mother.


