
GREY LITERATURE SEARCHING AND ACADEMIC WRITING

â€œThat which is produced on all levels of government, academics, business ( ) Searching for grey literature for
systematic reviews. . Includes technical or research reports, doctoral dissertations, some conference papers, some
official .

First, a Google search was conducted to identify the relevant organizations and websites publishing documents
on the relevant subject area. Importance in Systematic Reviews The Twelfth International Conference on Grey
Literature in Prague in arrived at the following definition: "Grey literature stands for manifold document types
produced on all levels of government, academics, business and industry in print and electronic formats that are
protected by intellectual property rights, of sufficient quality to be collected and preserved by libraries and
institutional repositories, but not controlled by commercial publishers; i. Data Collection A survey instrument
was developed and pilot tested on a small sample which included two systematic review course instructors a
clinician and a biostatistician and five information specialists. Though, Tabatabai and Shore explored how
experts highly experienced librarian professionals , intermediates final year master of library information
studies students and novices undergraduate teachers searched the Web. For some resources various interfaces
were used to complete the search i. All items identified by the content experts before April 21, representing a
3-week window of opportunity were considered and proceeded for further screening. At a minimum, consider
searching Abstracts and Conferences. Background Grey literature is an extensive, though complex, source of
information. Search methods need to adapt to local and international trends in information systems, and
researchers should be flexible to this. The remainder were published in reports published by delivery
organisations, universities, other research organisations, and service and research funders. Since abstracts are
often unavailable in grey literature documents [ 3 ], the abstracts, executive summaries, or tables of contents
whichever were available of items were reviewed for relevance to the research objectives by one author.
Instead, one must rely on the power of relevancy ranking within Google search engines to bring the most
relevant results to the top of the list and set the number of pages to be screened in advance to ensure
consistency across searches and effective time management. Searcher Characteristics Most study participants
were from an academic environment Figure 1. BMC public health , unpublished. A description of
interventions promoting healthier ready-to-eat meals to eat in, to take away, or to be delivered sold by specific
food outlets in England: a systematic mapping and evidence synthesis. In addition, the reporting of grey
literature search methods in systematic reviews are often not held to the same high standards in transparency
and reproducibility as the academic database search methods [ 11 ]. Developing a search method plan is also
important for time management, as it sets boundaries for the number of search terms and volume of results to
be screened. The coverage of grey literature is patchy across mainstream databases. Time and resources were
tabulated and resources were categorized as grey or non-grey. There is limited information on the time it takes
to search grey literature in support of systematic reviews and we are not aware of any studies which relate
searcher or systematic review characteristics to either time spent searching the grey literature or which grey
literature resources are selected for the search. This paper contributes by quantifying current grey literature
search patterns and associating them with searcher and review characteristics. This article has been cited by
other articles in PMC. This paper describes systematic review search methods that were developed and applied
to conduct a systematic review of grey literature pertinent to guidelines for school-based breakfast programs in
Canada. In addition, unpublished research and data may be considered forms of grey literature [ 2 ]. We are
not aware of previous reviewers using social media to identify grey or peer-reviewed literature or information.
However, grey literature searches are often not as systematic as traditional systematic searches of academic
literature [ 7 ]. Once categorization was completed, the number of grey literature vs. Similar to other reviews [
21 ], our synthesis focused on categorising interventions according to delivery setting and training model and
summarising the training delivered, throughput, setup and running costs, funding, and behaviour change
techniques used [ 22 ]. They estimated the total hours for conducting the review to be hours 26 weeks of which
24 hours was used to conduct the literature search. The search strategy we developed and tested is amenable to
adaptation to identify other types of grey literature from other disciplines and answering a wide range of
research questions. These complementary strategies were used to minimize the risk of omitting relevant
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sources. The targeted web searches took place on April 13,  Therefore handsearching of journals or conference
proceedings would be particularly relevant to include in the systematic review search methodology. Perryman,
personal communication, July 7,  Conference proceedings and dissertations are found in some databases e.
Also check out the papers and reports of relevant stakeholder organizations. First, guidelines for such
programs are typically released by government and non-government organizations and not published in
academic journals. Conference proceedings â€” either a paper, presentation or just a poster â€” can often be
the first place where new developments or breakthroughs are announced helps avoid positive results
publication bias negative results are less likely to be published in a formal journal but may have been reported
at a conference. Our intention in this case was to use the findings to inform development and evaluation of
new interventions based on the most promising features of previous ones. Part one of the survey collected
demographic information about the searcher and their systematic review experience and was required to be
submitted directly after study enrolment.


