
CODING CATEGORIES ESSAY

Analyzing Data. CODING, CATEGORY AND THEME CREATION Category â€“ word/phrase to describe a group of
codes . Essays/narratives. Thematic.

Introduction At the heart of qualitative data analysis is the task of discovering themes. Wilson and Hutchinson
warn against premature closure where the researcher "fails to move beyond the face value of the content in the
narrative  Investigators can identify all text passages that are related to a major theme, cut them out, and sort
them into subthematic categories. Ryan and Weisner used this information as clues for themes that they would
use later in actually coding the texts. Looking for transitions is the easiest technique to use, especially if the
texts are actually written by respondents themselves rather than transcribed from tape recordings of verbal
interviews. Researchers to this day focus on individual experiences in order to better understand the challenges
ex-prisoners stumble upon when transitioning back into everyday life. Patton , refers to these as "indigenous
categories" and contrasts them with "analyst-constructed typologies. D'Andrade, Roy The development of
cognitive anthropology. An even more powerful strategy would be to combine multiple techniques in a
sequential manner. There is no single way to discover themes. Nursing Research, 45 2  The principle
investigator on a large project might ask several team members to sort the quotes into named piles
independently. The Ethnographic Interview. But Quinn reasons that if schemas or scripts are what make it
possible for people to fill in around the bare bones of a metaphor, then the metaphors must be surface
phenomena and cannot themselves be the basis for shared understanding. One can never be sure of the full
range of illnesses without interviewing the entire population. Berkeley: University of California Press. If the
goal is to generate as many themes as possibleâ€”which is often the case in initial exploratory phases of
researchâ€”then more is better. Michael Huberman Qualitative Data Analysis, 2d ed. I will be critiquing two
research papers; qualitative and quantitative, using a framework set out by Holland and Rees , and will explore
the impact on practice. Maxwell, Joseph Qualitative research design: An interactive approach. By examining
the data from a more theoretical perspective, however, researchers must be careful that they do not overfit the
data â€” that is, find only that for which they are looking. Techniques are shared among small groups of social
scientists and are often impeded by disciplinary or epistemological boundaries. Berelson, Bernard Content
analysis in communication research. The Canadian Review of Sociology and Anthropology, 34 1  The basic
idea in this area of research is that experience and expertise are often marked by specialized vocabulary.
Social science queries Besides identifying indigenous themesâ€”themes that characterize the experience of
informantsâ€”researchers are interested in understanding how textual data illuminate questions of importance
to social science. Word repetitions can be analyzed formally and informally. The Aboriginal Patterns of
Cancer Care APOCC study was a five year multi-method project including both Aboriginal and
non-Aboriginal researchers who conducted interviews between and with Aboriginal people with cancer, their
carers, and health professionals who care for them Newman et al. Investigators ourselves included struggle to
clearly explain and justify plans for discovering themes in the qualitative data. They read each line or sentence
and ask themselves, "What is this about? The work of Jehn and Doucet is impressive because the analysis of
the data from these tasks produced different sets of themes. Taking into consideration the total number of
words in each corpus, conflict words were used more in intracultural interviews and resolution terms were
more likely to be used in intercultural interviews. Casagrande and Hale suggest looking for: attributes e. The
emphasis on metaphor owes much to the pioneering work by Lakoff and Johnson and the observation that
people often represent their thoughts, behaviors, and experiences with analogies. Michaela di Leonardo, ed.
Explore how your concepts and categories are related. When and how theoretical saturation is reached,
however, depends the number of texts and their complexity, as well as on investigator experience and fatigue,
and the number of investigators examining the texts. There is a trade-off between bringing a lot of prior
theorizing to the theme-identification effort and going at it fresh. He observes that "indeed, anyone who has
listened to long stretches of talk, whether generated by a friend, spouse, workmate, informant, or patient,
knows how frequently people circle through the same network of ideas"  From these interactions emerged a
sense of profound distress of villagers forced to choose between a resistance that was politically risky and a
compliance that violated the norms of Chinese culture and of practical reason  In Trends in content analysis I.
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Ryan, Gery Measuring the typicality of text: Using multiple coders for more than just reliability and validity
checks. Each time they find a word, they make a copy of it and its immediate context. Time-oriented
relationships are expressed with words such as before, after, then, and next. No retirement luck yet.


