
PATRIOTS PEN ESSAY CONTEST

Established in , our Voice of Democracy audio-essay program provides high students in grades enter the VFW's
Patriot's Pen youth essay contest.

All essays should be typewritten in English with no color or graphics and cannot be less than words or greater
than words in length. Do not put your name on your essay. And drumroll please! In no way may contestants
identify themselves in their essay. This is usually one month before the due date. Theme development is worth
35 points. Our local chapter is so generous and I appreciate their sponsorship of the contest. Poetry is not
acceptable. Unfortunately, my first-place winner last year missed progressing to the next level by only one
point! Quotations may be used sparingly if plainly identified wherever used. Share this:. Use of the same essay
for other competitions will result in disqualification. Contestants found in violation of this rule will face
elimination from the competition and will be required to return any and all prize money awarded or received.
It also gives us plenty of time to send drafts home for parents to read objectively. We still have a month before
we attack the contest in earnest, usually around the first of October. All essays become the property of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars. Students often become so close to their material that they need someone totally
new to the project with whom to share it. Essay length: typewritten words. Set a day where the work will
really begin. Facilitate a class discussion where we discuss prior knowledge relating to the prompt. The three
winning entries from my class then advance to the next level for judging. Essays under or over these word
amounts will be eliminated. Clarity of ideas is worth 35 points. The post commander usually comes in person
to pick up the entries, so the phone call helps to solidify that pick-up date.


