
A COMPARISON OF US AND UK POWER OF LEGISLATURE

Perhaps the most fundamental difference between the American and . of the powers, the US President does not attend
or address Congress.

However, the constitutional system of 'checks and balances' seriously circumscribes the power of the US
President who often finds it really difficult to push legislation through Congress. The head of government --
the person responsible for day-to-day management of the government -- is the prime minister. In the US,
politicians constantly talk about the problems and the aspirations of the middle class. In the States, there are
currently some outstanding political speakers, led by Bill Clinton and Barack Obama. In the UK, government
is normally equally partisan with all Ministers coming from the governing party but, in , exceptionally the
Conservatives were required to go into a coalition with the Liberal Democrats and grant them 17 ministerial
positions. In Britain, there is no equivalent occasion, the nearest event being the Prime Minister's introduction
to the Government's legislative intentions for the next year or so after the State Opening of Parliament each
session. In US political theory and discourse, there is a notion called 'American exceptionalism'. In the States,
as a consequence of the separation of the powers, all legislation is introduced by a member of Congress, so
even the signature legislation attributed to President Obama on healthcare reform was actually introduced by a
Congressman Democratic member of the House of Representatives Charles Rangel. In American politics, the
two main political parties are loose coalitions with individual candidates or Congressmen adopting varying
positions on many issues although, in recent years, the Tea Party movement has forced Republican politicians
to proclaim more consistently conservative positions. Inevitably, I am oversimplifying somewhat, but the
following differences strike me as instructive. In America, the term 'liberal' generally means quite left-wing. In
the USA, there are only two parties represented in Congress and both are federal parties; there is no political
party that only seeks votes in one state or a selection of states. Name recognotion is very important in
American elections. Although taxes are never popular, the issue of taxation is much more emotive in
American politics than in British or European politics and the terms of debate on taxation are much more
hostile. The major parties in the USA have a large-scale congress every four years to choose their candidate
for the forthcoming presidential election and ostensibly determine the policy platform of that candidate.
Before , Britain had no supreme court, and the House of Lords also acted as the final court of appeal. In
contrast, the United Kingdom is a monarchy with the head of state being a hereditary member of the royal
family although he or she has no real power but only a ceremonial role The USA is a presidential system, with
the apex of power in a President elected indirectly through an Electoral College, whereas the UK is a
parliamentary system, with the Prime Minister holding office and power so long as he or she commands a
majority of votes in the House of Commons. In the United Kingdom, the two main political parties -
Conservative and Labour - win a smaller and declining share of the total vote, with a growing share being
taken by the likes of the Liberal Democrat Party and the UK Independence Party at national level and by the
likes of the Scottish and Welsh Nationalist Parties at the devolved level. The U. However, the current
Coalition Government has enacted legislation to provide for a fixed five-year term except for special
circumstances. The UK does not have a single document called the constitution but instead its constitutional
provisions are scattered over various Acts of Parliament. Parts of this regulatory body, such as the Parliament
Act of , are statutory and written, but others are simply known through tradition and historical precedent.
Elections in the two countries also vary, with most U. In the United States, the president assumes both
positions, and carries out responsibilities similar to the combined duties of the queen and prime minister. The
United States has a written constitution as does the vast majority of nation states. What for practical purposes
constitutes the British Constitution - various Acts of Parliament - can be changed by a simple majority in the
legislature. Although Britain fairly recently ruled over the largest empire in world history and has other claims
to 'greatness' - not least its political system and cultural reach - there is no concept in British political discourse
which compares to 'American exceptionalism'. American elections routinely involve attack advertisements
which denigrate one's opponent in highly personal terms and even presidentual primaries can involve sharply
derogatory remarks about one's opponent in the same party witness the Republican primaries of 


