
CHARACTER ANALYSIS OF RIP VAN WINKLE

The character of Rip Van Winkle in the short story by Washington Irving has many interesting characteristics. In this
lesson, you'll find out about.

Instead, he begins to drink some of their liquor and soon falls asleep. He learns that the men whom he met in
the mountains are rumored to be the ghosts of Henry Hudson 's crew from his ship, the Halve Maen.
Unsourced or poorly sourced material may be challenged or removed. Gardenier Wife to Judith, and son in
law to Rip. Judith Gardenier - Rip Van Winkle's married daughter; she takes her father in after he returns from
his sleep. Please help improve this section by adding citations to reliable sources that describe the examples'
significance, and by removing less pertinent examples. In Robert Heinlein 's Time for the Stars , Earth sends
out a fleet of relativistic ships to explore the Galaxy, their crews hailed as stalwart pioneers - but after a
century, which they experience as only a few years, Faster Than Light ships are developed and the earlier ones
are recalled, their crews discovering that they had become unwanted anachronisms on a changed Earth. The
truth is, instead of feeling remorse after having lost twenty years of his life, he is relieved. Please improve this
section by adding secondary or tertiary sources. His strange tale is solemnly taken to heart by the Dutch
settlers, particularly by the children who say that, whenever thunder is heard, the men in the mountains must
be playing nine-pins. When he wakes back up, twenty years have passed. Derrick Van Brummel The village
school master and intelligent deliberator during the meetings at the old village inn. Wells 's The Sleeper
Awakes , a man who sleeps for two hundred and three years wakes up in a completely transformed London
where he has become the richest man in the world. Author Joe Gioia suggests the basic plot strongly
resembles, and may have originated with, an upstate New York Seneca legend of a young squirrel hunter who
encounters the mystic "Little People", and after a night with them returns to his village to find it overgrown by
forest and everyone gone: that single night had lasted a year. A drunken fiddler on his way home hears music
from the mound. Gardenier - Judith Gardenier's husband, a farmer and crabby villager. Adaptations[ edit ]
Joseph Jefferson as Rip Van Winkle The story has been adapted for other media for the last two centuries, in
cartoons, films, stage plays, music, and other media. Judith Gardenier Rip's daughter and wife of Mr. She
becomes the caretaker of Rip after he returns to their village. One of the children with whom Rip had played
with in his younger years, and later, after Rip's return, a farmer. In the original Buck Rogers book, the
protagonist falls asleep under the influence of a gas in a mine, sleeps for four centuries and wakes to find
America under the rule of Mongol invaders - whereupon he places himself at the head of the freedom fighters.
The Orkney Rangers believe this may be one source for Washington Irving's tale because his father was an
Orcadian from the island of Shapinsay and would almost certainly have known the story. He is also disturbed
to find another man called Rip Van Winkle; it is his son, now grown up. Rip seems to go through life without
ambition or aspiration and he is characterized by his adolescent mannerisms. This kind of blind leadership that
we see in the first section of this story is indicative of the current political state of the colony. On a personal
level, the awakened Van Winkle has gained another form of "independence": being widowered from his
shrewish wife. Wyeth McKay,  Man carrying keg up the mountain - The ghost of one of Henry Hudson's crew
members. Never having cast a ballot in his life, he proclaims himself a faithful subject of King George III ,
unaware that the American Revolution has taken place, and nearly gets himself into trouble with the
townspeople until one elderly woman recognizes him as the long-lost Rip Van Winkle. He asked, Are you the
man that planted this tree? He asked him, How long does it take for this tree to bear fruit? Together, the men
and Wolf proceed to a hollow in which Rip discovers the source of thunderous noises: a group of ornately
dressed, silent, bearded men who are playing nine-pins. Niamh lends him her horse, warning him never to
dismount, and he travels back to Ireland. One of them recounts that Honi was journeying on the road and he
saw a man planting a carob tree. They exemplify the idea that there is no one who is without fault and that the
grass is not necessarily greener on the other side. Before the watching eyes of the men, he becomes a very,
very old man. The protagonist notices a newspaper headline disparagingly announcing the arrival of himself
and his shipmates as "yet another crew of Rip Van Winkles". Her husband is a veritable failure who, though
he does make some effort, can barely provide for his family. She constantly diatribes and reprimands him like
one of her children.


