
AN ANALYSIS OF THE STRATEGIC MOTIVES OF THE IMPERIALISTIC

BRITAIN IN AFRICA DURING THE 19TH CENTURY

This article re-examines the partition of East Africa. The model found its place in the meta-narrative of British
imperialism which suggested British defensive concerns gained primacy in the late nineteenth century. to make a tacit
assumption of contemporary policy-makers' unwritten strategic motives.

Thus, Britain began to adopt the concept of free trade. The nationalist press mobilized the public to stand firm
against German imperialist demands. Even though the British imperialists swept through Igboland in three
years, between and , and despite the small scale of the societies, the Igbo put up protracted resistance. Both
sides escalated the conflict until in September Europe was on the brink of war. Furthermore, it gave Japan a
free hand to prepare for war against Russia, which came two years later. Sometimes they did this for the
purpose of medical or scientific research. In the following years the province of Shandong in northern China
became a German zone of economic and political interest. Colonial policies and directives were implemented
through a central administrative organization or a colonial secretariat, with officers responsible for different
departments such as Revenue, Agriculture, Trade, Transport, Health, Education, Police, Prison, and so on. The
British colonizers, unfamiliar with these novel and unique political systems and insisting that African
"natives" must have chiefs, often appointed licensed leaders called warrant chiefs, as in Igboland, for example.
As historians have shed race-driven and providential views of human history, new explanations have had to be
formulated. Especially in Great Britain these revolutions helped show the deficiencies of mercantilism , the
doctrine of economic competition for finite wealth which had supported earlier imperial expansion. Being
obliged to do something is what happened in South Africa. Economic motives were a major cause of New
Imperialism. This was partly for political and technological reasons. Military spending expanded, usually
leading to an " imperial overreach ", and imperialism created clients of ruling elites abroad that were brutal
and corrupt, consolidating power through imperial rents and impeding social change and economic
development that ran against their ambitions. The Social Darwinist cultures of imperialism were rooted in
different national and social traditions. A later Herero rebellion in , provoked by the brutality of the German
settlers, was put down by General Lothar von Trotha with savage efficiency, and tens of thousands of Herero
men, women and children fell victim to his infamous 'Vernichtungsbefehl' extermination order. According to
von Tirpitz, this aggressive naval policy was supported by the National Liberal Party rather than by the
conservatives, implying that imperialism was supported by the rising middle classes. According to Wehler,
German colonial policy in the s was the first example of social imperialism in action, and was followed up by
the Tirpitz Plan for expanding the German Navy. The important role of pro-colonial pressure groups can
already be seen in the Heligoland-Zanzibar Treaty of  However, economic imperialism followed its own rules,
which in some cases fit with the respective national political interests but did not necessarily have to. Contrary
to the beliefs of Theodore Roosevelt, William Jennings Bryan viciously attacked the idea of American
imperialism. In during the Boxer Rebellion in China all imperial competition was suspended. Muhammad
Ahmad , leader of the Mahdists. It defined a slave as a 'person over whom any or all of the powers attaching to
the right of ownership are exercised', and undertook 'to bring about, progressively and as soon as possible, the
complete abolition of slavery in all its forms'. Another issue that stretched the relations between European
powers is the race for Imperialism and the rise of nationalism as a way of social control. It was more of an
expansion of the existing chain of VOC trading posts. Hobson argued in Imperialism that this shrinking of
continental markets was a key factor of the global "New Imperialism" period. However, this failed when the
Italian colonial army suffered a disastrous and humiliating defeat by the independent state of Ethiopia in  With
each Regent is placed a Dutch Resident, or Assistant Resident, who is considered to be his "elder brother," and
whose "orders" take the form of "recommendations," which are, however, implicitly obeyed.


