
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE COMPARISON OF BLAKE AND

WORDSWORTH

William Blake and William Wordsworth are two poets that have a few very different views on life and the world. And quite
a few close similarities.

There are some strong emotions shown by the writers in each poem. In this sense, both the streets of London
and the Thames River are utilized for the purpose of material gain. In the third stanza, Blake introduces the
suffering chimney sweeper as an example to child abuse by materialism and industry. William Wordsworth
and William Blake both wrote their poems within a very similar time, yet they are completely different in all
aspects. The first poem to be commented upon is 'London' by William Blake, written a couple of decades
before the second poem written by William Wordsworth. In some of his sonnets from Poems in Two Volumes
, he uses specific dates and places to refer to his intimate feelings and ideas about his concerns with
industrialization. The Industrial Revolution, which also affected the Romantic writers, created an opportunity
for Britain to expand its colonies, and increase prosperity in the country through agricultural productivity and
industrial growth. William Blake, whose Songs of Experience was full of poems that reflected the horrors of
the modern industrial era. On the one hand, Blake puts more emphasis on the corruption of city life with its
institutions and people under industrialization. I see Every thing I paint in This world, but Every body does not
see alike. Since the real world cannot provide them a peaceful and comfortable life, Blake creates a pastoral
world of afterlife where these children will be happy and have a loving Father, God. Therefore, the Romantic
poets revolted against this new system which suppressed human feelings and imagination and turned them into
machine-like individuals. On the way, they stop and look at the magnificent city, London. As a man is, so he
sees. The fact that the parents pray in the church while their children work as slaves illustrates the corruption
and hypocrisy in England. For me it has made me realise that things were a lot worse than I thought. William
Blake was hopeful for the outcomes of the revolution. This is shown by the exclamation marks in the last few
lines of the poem. For the Romantics, imagination was the power of the poets, which enabled them to perceive
common life from an unconventional perspective. He uses simple rhyming couplets but he conveys a complex
message with it.


