
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY IN SOCIOLOGY

An introduction to research methods in Sociology covering quantitative, qualitative, primary and secondary data and
defining the basic types of research method including social surveys, experiments, interviews, participant observation,
ethnography and longitudinal studies.

He examined whether media representations influence public perceptions and did a content analysis of
photographs of poor people in American news magazines. Surveys gather different types of information from
people. Google Scholar Payne, G. Clean needles are provided and health care professionals are on hand to
intervene in the case of overdose or other medical emergency. Google Scholar Peel, J. London: Athlone Press.
To study how women were encouraged to act and behave in the s, for example, a researcher might watch
movies, televisions shows, and situation comedies from that period. How can people exist on minimum-wage
work? Field work is optimal for observing how people behave. Stone ed. While systematic, this approach does
not follow the hypothesis-testing model that seeks to make generalizable predictions from quantitative
variables. There are two types of experiment â€” laboratory and field experiments â€” A laboratory
experiment takes place in a controlled environment, such as a laboratory, whereas a field experiment takes
place in a real-life setting such as a classroom, the work place or even the high street. To conduct field
research, the sociologist must be willing to step into new environments and observe, participate, or experience
those worlds. Therefore to research the situation of domestic abuse victims, an ethnography needs to somehow
operate at two levels: the close examination of the local experience of particular women and the simultaneous
examination of the extralocal, institutional world through which their world is organized. One day over lunch
with her editor, as the story goes, Ehrenreich mentioned an idea. Of course, this hypothesis can also work the
other way around. Google Scholar McVie, S. This approach has been used by researchers studying InSite in
Vancouver Marshall et al. The Lynds asked if they could seek a publisher themselves. Nickel and Dimed: On
Not Getting By in America, the book she wrote upon her return to her real life as a well-paid writer, has been
widely read and used in many college classrooms. Here, we will look at three types of field research:
participant observation, ethnography, and the case study. Primary data is data collected first hand by the
researcher herself. How do low-income workers get by? However, participants are free to respond as they
wish, without being limited by predetermined choices. The two saw the way Jimmy Buffett fans collectively
created an artificial reality. Every day for two weeks, he pretended to work there. It can begin from a
deductive approach, by deriving a hypothesis from theory and then seeking to confirm it through
methodologies like in-depth interviews. Qualitative information is harder to organize and tabulate. Those
types of questions require short essay responses, and participants willing to take the time to write those
answers will convey personal information about religious beliefs, political views, and morals. The high
likelihood of the investigator's biases affecting subjects' responses limits the generalizability of this method.
Only when the experimenter carefully controls for extraneous variables can she or he draw valid conclusions
about the effects of specific variables on other variables. Observational research Because distortion can be a
serious limitation of surveys, observational research involves directly observing subjects' reactions, either in a
laboratory called laboratory observation or in a natural setting called naturalistic observation. Google Scholar
Kent, R. That sticker, a representation of a social value, was the independent variable. She saw the extreme
measures people take to make ends meet and to survive. In other words, it is difficult to make universal claims
based on just one person, since one person does not verify a pattern. Sociologists typically limit themselves to
a specific research topic and conduct research in order to achieve a research aim or sometimes to answer a
specific question.


