
TRANSITIONAL WORDS IN WRITING ACTIVITIES

a four-part writing activity designed for intermediate level () learners. Introduction: Transitions are words or phrases that
are like a bridge between ideas.

Encourage them to write a meaningful transition word in each box. Guided Practice: What activities or
exercises will the students complete with teacher guidance? Discuss story events with students orally. This
video is published with permission from the Balanced Literacy Diet. Students will be able to recognize flow
and choppiness without transitions. Watch: Re-Enacting Procedures Provide students with a concrete
experience that can be broken down into steps in order to demonstrate how to write a procedure. Possible
topics for this essay may include relating it to the current text of study, such as short stories or a novel
analyzing figurative language or a theme. The story can be retold using transition words to emphasize or
identify individuals' favorite or most memorable parts. During this phase, the teacher should explain exactly
what in-paragraph transitions are and give students a list of transitions that are great for using within
paragraphs. Phase III: Students will be given a handout that has a paragraph typed with missing transitions.
Guiding Questions: What are the guiding questions for this lesson? While students begin the activity
independently, the teacher may walk around to determine whether students comprehend the lesson. Discuss
whether there is such a thing as "too many" transition words in one piece! See the lesson plan. See the research
that supports this strategy De la Paz, S. How did these transitions improve the paragraph? Teachers should
select their own well-developed paragraph to use with students. As you summarize the book, use and
emphasize specific transition words, "First the kids went in the snow. Find a particular paragraph that
sequences something, an opening that catches everyone's attention, or words that mark the ending of a chapter
or idea. Phase I: To introduce the lesson, students will brainstorm a list of transitions and will discuss how and
why transitions are used. Include our handy transition word guide 1. Prior Knowledge: What prior knowledge
should students have for this lesson? Using editing marks, have students revise their writing using just the
right transition words. Then they built a snowman. After giving students about five minutes to complete this,
have students share transitions they underlined. Using a document camera if available , underline the
transitions on a blank handout as the student shares them, and tell students to underline ones they originally
missed. How can we use transitions aside from at the beginning of paragraphs? Instruction in a Strategy for
Compare-Contrast Writing. The teacher will complete the first missing transition with the class to ensure
students understand what the assignment is. Then, the teacher will give each student a handout that has a
well-developed paragraph typed out for them. This will provide an easy way to see if students understand what
paragraphs without these transitions throughout sounds like. Best practices in teaching evaluation and
revision. Students will be able to identify and write using in-paragraph transitions. Encourage students to
review something they've written and look for evidence of transition words. When and why did the writer use
each transition? Graham, C. See related how-to videos with lesson plans in the Text Structures and Genres
section. Students should be able to recognize advanced transitions and be able to use them in essays, at least at
the beginning of the paragraphs. Exceptional Children. The teacher should also make sure to give students a
list of strong in-paragraph transitions and explain when is appropriate to use each. Examples Some teachers
find it useful to teach transition words by purpose: words used to help sequence ideas or transition between
sentences or paragraphs, words that can be used to show time, those that help writers wrap up or summarize a
story, and others.


